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Case #2: Happy to be alone?

On May 18, 2022, the New York Court of Appeals heard a case on whether Happy the elephant
has the right of Habeas Corpus, and therefore, whether she is considered a legal person. This was
the first case of its kind in an English-speaking high court and called into question what
constitutes a person in the United States.*

For the past 45 years, Happy the elephant has been kept at the Bronx Zoo in a one-acre
enclosure, with intermittent contact with other elephants.? A petition led by the Nonhuman

Rights Project (NhRP) garnered almost 1.5 million signatures calling for Happy’s release to an
elephant sanctuary. The pe
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NhRP argues that those who have claims against their case do so for personal interest, such as the
National Association for Biomedical Research, which claimed that “extending habeas rights to
animals would ... drive up the cost of conducting critical research using animals, threatening to

impede important medical breakthroughs and other major scientific advances that benefit
humans and animals alike.”*

Three Buddhist scholars countered in a brief that “this legal moment for Happy represents a great
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Case #4: Do no harm

On December 24, 2017, 75-year-old Charlene Murphey was admitted to VVanderbilt University
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increased federal scrutiny Vanderbilt developed a “plan of correction” which satisfied officials
and allowed it to continue operations with federal funds.

On the other hand, the Tennessee Department of Health’s Board of Nursing reversed its earlier
decision and revoked Vaught’s nursing license. Vaught was subsequently convicted of criminally
negligent homicide and abuse of an impaired adult. Although guilty of very serious charges,
Vaught was sentenced to three years of probation and while she will likely never be a nurse
again, she will also likely not serve time in prison. Still, many worry that the apparent
institutional cover-up and chilling effect on nurses will cost other patients their lives.
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Case #7: Anti-Vax or Anti-American

The United States Air Force Academy graduating class of 2022 was three fewer than anticipated
at the May 25
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Amid concerns that vaccination requirements are overblown and the possible costs that cadets
may face for refusing, some in Congress have taken the side of the cadets and introduced the
Defending Freedom of Conscience for Cadets and Midshipmen Act. The Act would, if passed,
prevent denial of graduation for not being vaccinated against COVID-19; prevent being
dismissed from a service academy for refusing to be vaccinated; and, prevent any cadet who is

not allowed to commission due to their COVID-19 vaccination status from being subject to
repayment claims.®

13 Marco Rubio, “Colleagues Introduce Bill to Protect Air Force Cadets, Midshipmen From Being Punished for Not
Receiving Covid-19 Vaccine” May 25 2022
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2022/5/rubiocolleagues-introduce-bill-to-protect-air-force-cadets-
midshipmen-from-being-punished-for-not-receiving-covid-19vaccine
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Case #10: A minor problem...

Joseph Camp
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obtain birth control without parental consent, and a recent piece of legislation in California may
allow children to be vaccinated against COVID-19 without needing their parents’ permission.??
With the proliferation of anti-vaccination movement, critics of these new vaccine rights laws
worry that the legislation may allow children to make decisions they do not fully understand.?
For instance, many in the anti-vaccination movement hold serious concerns about the potential
long-term impacts of new vaccines, which have yet to be tested for long-term impacts to health
that may not be known for years or even decades.

2 Klass, Perri, M.D., “When Should Children Take Part in Medical Decisions?” The New York Times, Sept. 20,

2016, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/19/well/family/when-should-children-take-part-in-medical-decisions.html.
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regimens can reduce violent actions,?’ although most studies reaching such conclusions both
presume optimal or near optimal compliance with the patient’s prescription regimen (which is
not always the case), and further, the odds of violent outbursts are overall very low in any case,
with some studies showing that poverty, homelessness, and isolation that often go hand-in-hand
with nonconsensus realities are more likely to cause violent outbursts than the hallucinations
themselves.?®

“Mazel-Carlton takes care not to diminish the suffering of people like herself and speaks of
expanding ‘the options for healing.” Yet she sees her wish as analogous to not just the
mainstreaming of autism but the nascent acceptance of new forms of gender identity. ‘Our
society needs to expand its view of what it means to be human,’ she says. ‘To expand what is
affirmed and honored.””

Through their work, the Alliance also works on suicide prevention, although their work is very
different than mainstream suicide prevention methods.

“A slide within the training protocol Mazel-Carlton has designed teaches that the
mission is ‘to stay present’ and not ‘to prevent them from doing that.” ‘Stay away
from fix-it mode, from savior mode,” Mazel-Carlton tells trainees. “‘With our
capes on, we can’t listen.” A first principle is that people must be allowed to talk
freely about all that is preying on them, including the wish to take their own lives,
and in the groups, a foundational pact is that no one will be reported, not to any
hotline, not to the police or any practitioner, no matter what he or she expresses
an intent to do.”

To comprehend how thoroughly this defies dominant practice, take the policy of the
country’s most-called—and heavily federally funded—suicide hotline. It advertises
confidentiality but covertly scores risk and, each year, without permission,
dispatches police cars and ambulances to the doors of thousands.”

27 See “Antipsychotic drugs see drop in violent crime,” University of Oxford, May 8, 2014,
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2014-05-08-antipsychotic-drugs-see-drop-violent-crime.

28 Maurizio Pompili, MD, PhD, Andrea Fiorillo, MD, PhD, “Aggression and Impulsivity in Schizophrenia,”
Psychiatric Times, Vol. 32, No. 7, July 23, 2015, https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/aggression-
andimpulsivity-schizophrenia.
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14. So sue mel?

After Gawker Media published a scandalous video of the wrestler Hulk Hogan, Hogan sought
revenge. He ultimately decided to sue Gawker for violating his right to privacy. Luckily for
Hogan though, he was not the only person out for vengeance against Gawker. Years earlier,
Gawker had divulged private and sensitive information about Peter Thiel, one of the wealthy
founders of PayPal. Upon hearing of Hogan’s situation, Thiel secretly invested around 10 million
dollars to help Hogan win his lawsuit against Gawker. Thiel engaged in what is called ‘litigation
financing.” Litigation financing is the funding of litigation by individuals or groups who are not
parties to the litighad divulnfeter Thiel, one of the wealthy
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